CITY OF

Council Work Session Minutes
July 8, 2025

Council Work Session Minutes
July 8, 2025

COMMUNITY GROWS HERE

PRESENT: Council President Rounds, Councilmen Vanek, Kolezynski, Councilwomen Palmisano, Maruschak,
DeSouza, Durichko and Clerk of Council Allen.

ADMINISTRATION PRESENT: Directors Schneider, Safety Director Bova
The Council Work Session meeting of July 8, 2025 was called to order by Council President Rounds at 5:30 p.m.
Roll Call: Maruschak, Vanek, Palmisano, DeSouza, Kolezynski, Durichko and Rounds.

Council President Rounds began by explaining that we are here this evening thanks to the Safety Committee in
regards to section 619, the Clean Indoor Act. The Safety Committee has been working on this section for some time
and thought it might be a good idea to discuss this with the Committee as a Whole and potentially get some feedback
so that this can be finalized. I will now turn this over to the Safety Committee Chair, Councilwoman Maruschak....

Councilwoman Maruschak stated that Chapter 619 realized that some of it was outdated and not relevant any longer.
We’ve been working on this for about a year now. We have concluded that we are modeling it after the Ohio Revised
Chapter 3794. The draft is before you which includes the ORC 3794, we are also renaming it as the Smoking Ban
instead of Indoor Air. This regulates the smoking ban as it relates to businesses. Please take a look at the highlighted
sections of the pieces provided. We are having a discussion in 619.03, in particular in (a), a request was made to
remove “or not related to the owner” and to remove (¢) in its entirety. Councilman Vanek and I agreed to leave those
items as is, Councilwoman Palmisano had her own views. 1’d like to give her the opportunity now to allow her to be
heard and allow for everyone’s input.

Councilwoman Palmisano added that Chapter 619.03 (a) and (c), I feel very strongly that just because as a business
owner you have decided to employ a family member, it doesn’t mean that that family member should have less rights
than another employee that is not a family member. I strongly suggest we remove in (a) the words that say “or are
not related to the owner” and completely remove letter (c). I am simply looking to protect the rights of the employee
even if they are related to the business owner.

Councilwoman Durichko asked if we are able to make changes to the ORC 37947

Council President Rounds stated that he believes we can make changes that make them more restrictive but not less
restrictive?

Director Schneider added that because we are a Charter community you can diverge from the ORC depending on the
law. There is no set rule.

Councilman Vanek provided an example of what his interpretation of Chapter 619.03 (c) reads to him.

Director Schneider stated that (a) is very specific for child care or adult care exemption only. Section (c) is related to
enclosed areas when not open to the public.

Councilwoman Durichko asked if the Law Department could re-write the last sentence to clearly define what is meant
because the way it is written is so convoluted?

Councilwoman Maruschak agreed that the way this is written is wordy, but in (¢) it states that smoking is not regulated
and it’s not family owned and operated. It’s saying that the state does not regulate family owned and operated places
of employment which all employees are related to the owner.
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Councilman Vanek added that once you start messing with people’s private resident’s that is not good. How would

a law enforcement officer or anybody with the capability to site someone, how do you know what’s going on in that
private resident? Unless someone who is already living there is making the notification.

Safety Director Bova stated that I would just caution putting our officers in a situation of criminally wrong doing
when they are going into a resident’s home and asking them to site the homeowner due to a statement from a child
that they are smoking in the home.

Councilwoman Maruschak added that this is where we were at and giving everyone the opportunity to read it in its
entirety. Go over where there was a difference of opinion and perspective on the committee and see what the input
from everyone was because we didn’t want to bring any legislation forward that we weren’t comfortable with.

Councilwoman Palmisano stated that she feels the Ohio Revised Code, got it wrong in these instance. We can all
agree that théy don’t always get everything correct at the State House, they aren’t perfect. I know we have concerns
about going into a family or private residents however, once you decide to take your hobby and turn it into an actual
business, the business is afforded certain protections. You’re getting tax breaks and liability protection, it seems that
we’re saying that it’s okay for them to get all of these benefits from being an actual business but because they’re
family they don’t have to follow the laws like other businesses have to. I don’t agree with that.

Councilwoman Durichko asked if anyone in the room is aware of this issue happening today within the City?

Council President Rounds asked the Safety Committee Chair if tonight has provided enough information to allow the
committee to move forward or enough conversation to go back to the committee.

Councilwoman Maruschak stated that she would like to continue to move this forward because what we currently
have is outdated and other parts are no longer relevant. I would like to know where everyone’s comfort level is before
putting this to a vote on the floor.

Councilwoman Palmisano stated that she is comfortable moving it out of committee and to a vote of the entire council.
I wouldn’t be comfortable to pass it as is. I think there’s enough other councilmembers that it would pass and I do
like the idea that the other items get updated.

Councilwoman DeSouza added that this is a complex chapter. I can see Councilwoman Palmisano’s view that much
of it is passable and it’s a shame that it’s all or nothing. I am an adamant no smoking person, so I agree, but [ am
also conflicted. I don’t know how I would vote on this right now.

Council President Rounds added that there is a lot of good work done here. I am more inclined to say let’s pass this
but maybe there is still more work that needs to be done on these two sections.

Councilwoman Durichko asked if we pass this and have this section updated as it appears now. If at a later time we
have an example of a real situation that comes forward then we would have some good decisions to make based on
that hardship or grievance that’s sited. Right now, we don’t know of any circumstances that this pertains to.

Council President Rounds added that this is the part I truly enjoy the most, sharing ideas, challenging each other,
learning from each other. With that are there any further questions? Seeing none. I’m looking for a motion for
adjournment. So moved by Councilwoman DeSouza; seconded by Councilwoman Palmisano.

Clerk Allen: Roll Call: Vanek, Palmisano, DeSouza, Kolezynski, Durichko, Maruschak, Rounds
Meeting adjourned at 6:20 p.m.
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Barbara Allen Tom Rounds
Council Clerk Council President

Page 2 of 2



	Council Work Session Minutes 07.08.25.pdf
	Council Work Session Minutes 7.08.25.pdf

