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PARMA HEIGHTS IS DESIGNATED TREE CITY USA 
FOR 23RD CONSECUTIVE YEAR 

 
Also Wins Growth Award 

 
 
 
Parma Heights – The City of Parma Heights has earned national designation as a “Tree City 
USA” for the 23rd consecutive year.  Additionally, the city was selected to receive a 2012 Tree 
City USA Growth Award for demonstrating environmental improvement and a higher level of 
tree care.  In announcing the awards, John Rosenow, founder and chief executive of the Arbor 
Day Foundation, noted that “the residents of Parma Heights ought to be proud to live in a 
community that makes the planting and care of trees a priority.” 

“The City of Parma Heights has always had a rich heritage of supporting its urban forestry. 
Earlier this year we won a $15,000 Project Clean Lake Grant to help restore our urban canopy 
lost to Emerald Ash Borer and other causes,” explained Mayor Michael B. Byrne, who has a 
“Greening of Parma Heights” initiative as part of his city plan.   

The 2012 Tree City USA and the 2012 Growth Award will be presented to the city at this year’s 
awards ceremony for Northeast Ohio to be held on Tuesday, May 14 in Shaker Heights.  Mayor 
Byrne and other city representative will be in attendance. “Everyone benefits when elected 
officials, volunteers and committed citizens in communities like Parma Heights make smart 
investments in urban forests,” said Rosenow. “Trees bring shade to our homes and beauty to 
our neighborhoods, along with numerous economic, social and environment benefits like 
cleaner air, improved storm water management, energy savings, increased property values and 
commercial activity.” 

Tree City awards are given to communities that meet the program’s four requirements: a tree 
board or department, a tree-care ordinance, an annual community forestry budget of at least $2 
per capita and an Arbor Day observance and proclamation.  There are more than 3,400 Tree 
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City USAs, with a combined population of 140 million.  The Tree City USA program is 
sponsored by the Arbor Day Foundation in partnership with the U.S. Forest Service and the 
National Association of State Foresters. 

The Arbor Day Foundation is a nonprofit conservation and education organization of one million 
members, with the mission to inspire people to plant, nurture and celebrate trees.  More 
information on the Foundation and its programs can be found at arborday.org, or by visiting 
them on Facebook and Twitter. 
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